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Abstract

There is sparse information available in modern-day research into Palestinian society on 
the Palestinian youth sector even though this sector makes up approximately 30 % of the 
Palestinian population. Palestinian youth are defined as Palestinians between the ages of 
15-29. In actual numbers, today’s Palestinian youth are approximately 1.5 million people of 
a total West Bank and Gaza Strip population of 4.5 million. This makes it a very significant 
sector in Palestinian society. Understanding the feelings of this sector provides us with a 
possible view of the future direction of Palestinian society. The purpose of this research 
is to present a look at the current trends in Palestinian society. This research examines 
Palestinian social trends such as the integration of women into the Palestinian marketplace 
and workforce, the participation of youth in the workplace, the political influence of the 
youth in the various Palestinian organizations, and the youth’s degree of commitment to the 
national struggle as expressed by the “lone wolf intifada.” The exposure of the Palestinian 
youth to, and their involvement in technology, will create new opportunities and trends that 
will influence the internal functioning of Palestinian organizations as well as the future of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. This research centers on these developing social trends, the majority of 
which are mostly internal Palestinian ones, and how they will affect the Palestinian future.
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Introduction

Since the Oslo Agreements of 1993-1995, the majority of Palestinian youth, the topic of 

this research, have grown up under Palestinian rule almost exclusively. In the Gaza Strip, 

the Hamas organization officially became the administrative government for the area after 

it won the critical elections of January 2006. The majority of the populated areas of the 

West Bank, excluding East Jerusalem, are ruled by the Palestinian National Authority 

(PA). This is the reality of today’s youth. They have no recollection of living under any 

government other than a Palestinian one, and they never experienced the first Intifāda of 

1987-1993 nor direct Israeli military rule in the Palestinian populated area. 

The internal crises that followed the 2006 elections led to a real and almost equal 

splitting of the Palestinian national movement into two parts. The PA West Bank and the 

Hamas Gaza Strip. Since then, no change has taken place. This crisis seems endless and 

prevents consensus in Palestinian society.1 How has this political situation affected the 

youth generation? 

Palestinian youth make up a research group in Palestinian Studies that has not been 

explored enough. Deep processes emerging in Palestinian Society are being reflected in 

the youth. According to the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS), the youth 

sector is defined as between the ages of 15-29. This age range includes the high school 

years where the young mold their personalities. In June 2019 Israel marked 52 years since 

the capture of the West Bank, the Gaza Strip, and East Jerusalem. In September 2019, 

Israel and the Palestinians marked 26 years since the Declaration of Principles of the Oslo 

Agreement. This research intends to examine the processes that the Palestinian youth have 

been undergoing over the past few years.

The statistical data brought here is taken from two documents produced by the PCBS. 

The first, and the most up-to-date one, is the Bureau’s Palestinian statistics for the year 

1 Although both organizations, Fatah and Hamas, have tried to reach an agreement it has been 
in vain. See more at As'ad Ghanem, “Palestinians Following the 2006 Legislative Election,” 
in Rochelle Davis and Mimi Kirk (eds.), Palestine and the Palestinian in the 21st Century 
(Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2013), pp. 96-102; Jonathan Schanzer, Hamas vs. 
Fatah, The Struggle for Palestine (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2008), pp. 95-129. 
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2017 that were published in honor of “World Youth Day” on August 12, 2018.2 The second 

document shows the results of the Palestinian Youth Census for the year 2015 which was 

carried out by the PCBS and officially published by the PA.3 When there is a difference 

between young men and young women, this is explicitly indicated. 

In the research below, trends and data were investigated in the three areas where the 

Palestinian presence is prominent (although there are many political differences between 

them). These areas include the Gaza Strip (which, since 2007, has been under the control 

of Hamas); the West Bank (which is under the control of the PA); and the Palestinians of 

East Jerusalem who have a special status as Israeli residents. This research project can 

serve as a basis for deep and extensive research on the social trends among the young 

generation in Palestinian society, who live in the areas that the Palestinian Authority 

describes as part of the future Palestinian State.

A. Statistical Data and Palestinian Commentary

“A National Disaster.” This is how Shīrīn Khalīfa from Gaza, the author of the article “The 

Reality of Palestinian Youth – A National Disaster,”4 described the situation of Palestinian 

youth in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip in light of the economic and political situation 

that exists in Palestinian society. Is the situation of the Palestinian youth really a “National 

Disaster” as she describes it? Is it necessary to announce an emergency situation in the 

West Bank and the Gaza Strip?

2 “Al-Ihsaʼ al-Falasṭīnī Yasduru Bayānan Suhufiyan Yastaʽridu fīhi Awdāʽ al-Shabāb fī al-Mujtamaʽ 
al-Falasṭīnī bi-Munāsbat al-Yawm al-ʽālamī lil-Shabāb [On the Occasion of the International Youth 
Day, the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) Issues a Press Release Demonstrating 
the Situation of the Youth in the Palestinian Society],” PCBC website, August 12, 2018, http://
www.pcbs.gov.ps/postar.aspx?lang=ar&ItemID=3214 (Accessed on April 22, 2020).

3 “Mash al-Shabāb al-Falasṭīnī 2015, al-Natāʼij al-Raʼīsiyyah [Palestinian Youth Survey 2015, 
Main Findings],” Al-Jihāz al-Markazī lil-Ihsaʼ al-Falasṭīnī (PCBS), February 2016, http://www.
pcbs.gov.ps/Downloads/book2179.pdf (Accessed on April 22, 2020). 

4 Shīrīn Khalīfa, “Wāqiʽ al-Shabāb al-Falasṭīnī…Kāritha Wataniyya [The Status of Palestinian 
Youth… A National Disaster],” Shabakat Nawa, August 13, 2018, https://nawa.ps/ar/post/39737 
(Accessed on April 22, 2020).

http://www.pcbs.gov.ps/postar.aspx?lang=ar&ItemID=3214
http://www.pcbs.gov.ps/postar.aspx?lang=ar&ItemID=3214
http://www.pcbs.gov.ps/Downloads/book2179.pdf
http://www.pcbs.gov.ps/Downloads/book2179.pdf
https://nawa.ps/ar/post/39737
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From data taken by the PCBS published in honor of World Youth Day of August 

12, 2018,5 it appears that Palestinian youth make up approximately 29.2 % of the total 

population of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. Of these, 36 % are between the ages of 

15-19 and 64 % are between the ages of 20-29. The total number of youth is 1.37 million.6 

If we divide this into areas: In the West Bank the youth make up 29 % of the entire 

population, while in the Gaza Strip they make up 29.5 %. 

Illustration #1: The percentage of Palestinian Youth (15-29) Compared to the Rest of the 
Population (West Bank and the Gaza Strip):

5 “Al-Ihsaʼ al-Falasṭīnī Yasduru Bayānan Suhufiyan Yastaʽridu fīhi Awdāʽ al-Shabāb fī al-
Mujtamaʽ al-Falasṭīnī bi-Munāsbat al-Yawm al-ʽālamī lil-Shabāb [On the Occasion of the 
International Youth Day, the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) Issues a Press 
Release Demonstrating the Situation of the Youth in the Palestinian Society].” 

6 This is compared to 2007 statistics where Palestinian youth were 28.2 % of the total population. 
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Illustration #2: Segmentation by Age among Palestinian Youth (The West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip)

Family and Marriage 

The data of the PCBS reveals that in the year 2017 the number of youth heading 

families reached 14.9 % (13.9 % in the West Bank and 16.5 % in the Gaza Strip).7 In 

the 2015 Palestinian Youth Census taken by the PCBS, it was found that 72 % of all 

Palestinian families had at least one young person (71 % in the West Bank and 74 % 

in the Gaza Strip).8 

The PCBS also examined the statistics for married women between the ages of 20-24 

and found a decrease in the percentage of early marriage (before the age of 18) in 2017. 

The percentage of women at the time of the survey who married before they reached 18 

was 10.8 % (8.5 % in the West Bank and 13.8 % in Gaza). In the last two decades, the 

phenomenon of early marriage has been steadily decreasing. In 2007 the percentage was 

18.1 % (17 % in the West Bank and 19.7 % in the Gaza Strip.) In 1997 the number was 

7 In comparison, in the year 2007 the number of youth heading families reached 9.2% (9.9% in 
the West Bank and 8.1% in the Gaza Strip).

8 “Mash al-Shabāb al-Falasṭīnī 2015, al-Natāʼij al-Raʼīsiyyah [Palestinian Youth Survey 2015, 
Main Findings],” p. 23.
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30.5 %. As to the age of marriage, the young people surveyed indicated that the proper age 

for marriage is 25.4 years for men and 21.1 for women.9

Learning in the Palestinian Educational System 

In the year 2017, the percentage of young Palestinians learning in the Palestinian 

Educational System was 35.3 % (out of 1.37 million people). Of these, 80.7 % were 

between the ages of 15-17.10

We also learn from the 2015 data of the PCBS that 12.7 % of Palestinian youth have 

college bachelor degrees and above (11.2 % of the males and 14.3 % of the females). When 

divided by area, the percentages are 13.7 % for the West Bank and 11.1% for the Gaza Strip.11 

The percentage of illiteracy among Palestinian youth has dropped from 1.1 % in the 

year 2007 (1.1 % in the West Bank and 1.2 % in the Gaza Strip) to 0.6 % in 2017 (6 % in 

the West Bank and 0.7 % in the Gaza Strip).12

The Palestinian Work Force13

From the 2017 data of the PCBS, it appears that 41.1 % of all Palestinian youth (63 % 

of the males and 18.9 % of the females) are in the Palestinian work force, compared 

9 Ibid, p. 26. 
10 “Al-Ihsaʼ al-Falasṭīnī Yasduru Bayānan Suhufiyan Yastaʽridu fīhi Awdāʽ al-Shabāb fī al-

Mujtamaʽ al-Falasṭīnī bi-Munāsbat al-Yawm al-ʽālamī lil-Shabāb [On the Occasion of the 
International Youth Day, the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) Issues a Press 
Release Demonstrating the Situation of the Youth in the Palestinian Society].” 

11 “Mash al-Shabāb al-Falasṭīnī 2015, al-Natāʼij al-Raʼīsiyyah [Palestinian Youth Survey 2015, 
Main Findings],” p. 23. 

12 “Al-Ihsaʼ al-Falasṭīnī Yasduru Bayānan Suhufiyan Yastaʽridu fīhi Awdāʽ al-Shabāb fī al-
Mujtamaʽ al-Falasṭīnī bi-Munāsbat al-Yawm al-ʽālamī lil-Shabāb [On the Occasion of the 
International Youth Day, the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) Issues a Press 
Release Demonstrating the Situation of the Youth in the Palestinian Society].”

13 Work force participation includes employees and job seekers.



43The Next Generation: Old and New Trends among the Youth in Palestinian Society

with only 33.8 % in the year 2007 (54.8 % of the males and 11.9 % of the females).14 

According to Zaynab al-Ghanimi, the Director of the Center for Women’s Legal Research 

and Consulting (CWLRC) in Gaza, the difference between males and females stems from 

the fact that Palestinian women are more selective in choosing a work place. That is why 

they turn to the service sector such as education, health, and secretarial jobs, and avoid 

work that is tied to sectors such as industry, commerce, and agriculture. Those who do turn 

to the latter sectors are usually in production and not in administration.15

When divided by areas, it was found that the percentage of those participating in the 

Palestinian work force among young people in the West Bank was 35.6 % in 2007 and 

41.1 % in 2017. In the Gaza Strip, the percentage of youth participating in the work force 

was 30.8 % in the year 2007 and 42 % in the year 2017.16 

What about unemployment? The percentage of unemployed Palestinian youth rose 

from 30.5 % (29.4 % among females) in 2007 to 41 % (33.7 % among males and 66.7 

% among females) for the year 2017. In the Gaza Strip, the percentage of unemployed 

youth rose from 25.6 % in 2007 to 27.2 % in 2017. In the Gaza Strip the percentage of 

unemployed youth went from 39.8 % in 2007 to 61.2 % in 2017.

The percentage of unemployed youth (who has an academic degree) reached 55.8 % in 

2017 (37.8% among males and 52.5 % among females). In 2007 this figure stood at 41.5 

% (31.7% among males and 52.5% among females). The profession with the highest rate 

of unemployment in 2017 was education and teacher training – 69.6 % (47.5 % for males 

and 76.2 % for females). The profession in which the unemployment numbers for 2017 

were the lowest was law – 25.7 % (25.5 % for males and 26 % for females). 

The Palestinian youth reported two main reasons for the unemployment: a lack of 

places to work (76.4 %) and a failure to find a place of work appropriate to the training 

and expertise of the youth (9.6 %). Others, like Sara Roy, explained that this situation 

14 Ibid.
15 Khalīfa, “Wāqiʽ al-Shabāb al-Falasṭīnī…Kāritha Wataniyya [The Status of Palestinian 

Youth… A National Disaster].” 
16 “Al-Ihsaʼ al-Falasṭīnī Yasduru Bayānan Suhufiyan Yastaʽridu fīhi Awdāʽ al-Shabāb fī al-

Mujtamaʽ al-Falasṭīnī bi-Munāsbat al-Yawm al-ʽālamī lil-Shabāb [On the Occasion of the 
International Youth Day, the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) Issues a Press 
Release Demonstrating the Situation of the Youth in the Palestinian Society].” 
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is due to the endless conflict with Israel. Palestinian society has been weakened by an 

expanding humanitarian crisis, resource dispossession, internal violence and disorder, and 

heightened insecurity.17 The Palestinians have become charity cases and paupers. Gaza 

is worse than the West Bank. By 2008, approximately 80 % of families in Gaza relied 

on humanitarian aid to survive, compared to 63 % in 2006. Currently that figure remains 

largely unchanged. In 2008, over 1.1 million out of 1.4 million in Gaza were receiving 

food aid.18

An article from the Palestinian News Agency, WAFA, cited unemployment as third in 

order of importance among concerns of the youth in Palestinian society (after “occupation” 

and drug addiction). According to the article, unemployment causes the youth to carry out 

crimes, violent crimes, as retribution to the society that they consider guilty of causing 

their situation. This results in a lack of social cohesion and a desire among the youth to 

emigrate abroad, which leads to a weakening of loyalty to the homeland. On the economic 

plane, unemployment damages the Palestinian National GDP (Gross Domestic Product) 

and financial resources, which causes depression in the national Palestinian economy, as 

the young people are the greatest economic resource. The author of the article points an 

accusing finger at the “occupation,” which encourages unemployment in order to draft 

collaborators. In addition, he argues that the “occupation” hurts the transfer points and 

prohibits the entry of certain raw materials. It closes some of the industrial areas and factories 

which could absorb thousands of workers. It places blockades and causes destruction of 

economic Palestinian systems. This economic damage mainly hurts the young people. In 

addition, an accusing finger is pointed at the Palestinian Authority which does not advance 

lawful steps to deal with the problem of unemployment and does not assign responsibility 

to a governmental body to deal with the problem of professional training.19 

17 Sara Roy, “Before Gaza, after Gaza, Examining the New Reality in Israel/Palestine,” in Davis 
and Kirk Palestine and the Palestinian in the 21st Century, pp. 112-114. 

18 Ibid, pp. 108-109. 
19 “Al-Mashākel allatī Tuwājihu Qitāʽ al-Shabāb fī Falasṭīn [The Problems Facing the Young 

Sector in Palestine],” WAFA News, n.d., found on June 20, 2019 (the article's data is relevant up 
to the middle of 2014), info.wafa.ps/ar_page.aspx?id=9477 (Accessed on April 23, 2020). The 
second factor is drug addiction and the third factor is unemployment. 
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Division of the Youth in the Palestinian Economy

From the statistics collected by the PCBS, one can see that in 2017 about 23 % (16.8 

% among the males, 65.2 % among the females) of the working Palestinian youth were 

employed in the service sector; 28.4 % worked in commerce, restaurants, and hotels 

(30.6 % of the males, 13.2 % of the females); 19.6 % worked in construction (22.2 % 

for males, 4.7 % among the females), and 6.4 % worked in transportation, storage and 

communications (6.7 % among the males and 4.8 % among the females).

In the results of the Palestinian Youth Census for the year 2015 carried out by the PCBS, it 

appears that 83.4 % of the youth worked in the private sector (83.7 % in the West Bank and 82.3 

% in the Gaza Strip). In addition, 10.1 % worked in the institutions of the Palestinian Authority. 

Less than 1 percent of the Palestinian Youth were found to be 
in the Decision-Making Centers 

From the data of the PCBS it appears that in 2017 only 0.7 % of the Palestinian youth 

worked as lawmakers and senior executive officials (0.8 % from the West Bank and 0.7% 

from the Gaza Strip). 

According to Zaynab al-Ghanīmī, the reason is not the fault of the youth themselves but the 

“political situation” that does not allow for the training of a new generation of decision makers. 

The first and older generation have become fixed firmly in their chairs at the expense of the youth. 

Samāh Kasāb, a researcher and a Palestinian social activist, profoundly criticizes the regime in 

the Gaza Strip. According to her, over the past ten years the youth have been prohibited from 

participating in democratic life and elections for both university and civilian institutions. In 

addition, this also relates specifically to the female minority in the ruling institutions. She places 

the blame on those who make decisions in the PLO institutions, the Palestinian Authority, and 

the local regime that does not let women participate in these institutions.20

20 Khalīfa, “Wāqiʽ al-Shabāb al-Falasṭīnī... Kāritha Wataniyya [The Status of Palestinian Youth... 
A National Disaster].” 
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Emigration Abroad

From the data of the Palestinian Youth Census for the year 2015 carried out by the PCBS, 

it appears that 23.6 % of all Palestinian youth (15.2 % in the West Bank and 37% in the 

Gaza Strip) want to emigrate abroad. If broken down by gender, one can see that the males 

are more likely to emigrate than the females (29.1 % for the males and 17.8 % for the 

females). According to the survey’s conclusions, the economic situation in Gaza is the 

main reason why the Gaza Strip youth are more willing to emigrate abroad than those in 

the West Bank.21

The reasons for the migration: 
• 40.8 % of the youth wish to emigrate abroad in order to improve their standard of 

living.

• 15.1 % are interested in finding work.

• 12.5 % are interested in emigrating in order to complete their studies.

The migration destinations: 
• The Gulf States (21.6 %). This is their first choice.

• Sweden (13.6 %). This is the second choice.

When divided by area, West Bank youth prefer to emigrate to the Gulf States and to the 

United States, while the youth of the Gaza Strip prefer to emigrate to the Gulf States 

and Sweden.

When analyzing the 2015 data of the Palestinian Youth Census, we find that 62.5 % of 

the youth who wish to emigrate abroad are interested in temporary emigration (72.9 % in 

the West Bank and 55.8 % in the Gaza Strip). When divided by gender, it is about 61.7 % 

of the males and 63.9 % of the females.

Of the youth who migrated abroad in the past, 46.1% indicated that the emigration was 

very good (40.2 % in the West Bank and 60.6% in the Gaza Strip). Only 13 % said that the 

emigration was very bad (10.1% in the West Bank and 19.9 % in the Gaza Strip). 

21 “Mash al-Shabāb al-Falasṭīnī 2015, al-Natāʼij al-Raʼīsiyyah [Palestinian Youth Survey 2015, 
Main Findings],” p. 25. 
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Over One Quarter of the Palestinian Youth Live under the 
Poverty Line22

According to the figures of the PCBS, it appears that in 2017, 29.5 % of Palestinian youth 

were living under the poverty line (13.5 % in the West Bank and 56 % in the Gaza Strip). 

In addition, another 17.1 % lived under the “severe” poverty line (61.1 % in the West Bank 

and 35.4 % in the Gaza Strip). It should be noted that in the year 2017 the Palestinian 

Poverty Line was designated as an income that was less than 2,470 shekels (around $666) 

for a nuclear family (two parents and three children) and the “Severe” Poverty Line was 

defined as an income of 1,974 shekels (around $533) for a nuclear family.

Over 50 percent of the Youth Plan to Use their Voting Rights 

From the data in the Palestinian Youth Census for 2015, it appears that 39.9 % of the 

youth are planning to take advantage of their right to vote in the future (29.4 % in the West 

Bank and 56.8 % in the Gaza Strip). Other responses included 29.4 % who indicated that 

perhaps they would take advantage of this right; 12.6 % who indicated that perhaps they 

would not use this right and 18.1 % who indicated that for sure they would not use their 

right to choose (16.4 % in the West Bank and 20.7 % in the Gaza Strip).

Use of the Computer and the Internet

From the data of the Palestinian Youth Census for the year 2015 we see that 69.7 % of the 

Palestinian youth use computers (74.8 % in the West Bank and 61.7 % in the Gaza Strip). 

When it comes to gender, the use of computers is divided into 73.8 % for males and 65.5 

% for females. 

22 The Poverty Line is a social economic index reference regarding the minimal income level for 
person or a family. 
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As to Internet use, 69.7 % of the Palestinian youth indicated that they were familiar 

with and use the Internet; 23.3 % indicated that they were familiar with the Internet but 

they did not use it and 7 % indicated that they were unfamiliar with it and did not use it. 

When divided by areas, 75 % of the West Bank youth are familiar with it and use it in 

comparison to only 61.3 % of the youth in the Gaza Strip. When divided by gender, 74.6 

% of the males are familiar with and use the Internet compared to 64.5% of the females. 

The most popular place among the youth for using the Internet is in the home (83.1 %). 

Use of the Mobile Phone

The data of the 2015 Palestinian Youth Census shows that 84.8 % of the youth use a 

mobile phone (88.1 % in the West Bank and 79.5 % in the Gaza Strip). When divided by 

gender, it is 91.9 % of the males and 77.3 % of the females.

The Health Situation

From the data of the Palestinian Youth Census of 2015 we find that 50% of the youth 

indicated that their health problems come from improper behavior such as smoking and 27 

% indicated that their health problems were due to emotional problems. (There are similar 

statistics for all areas and genders). Another factor that arises from the census is that 23.5 

% of the Palestinian youth smoke (29.5 % in the West Bank and 14 % in the Gaza Strip). 

When divided by gender, about 40.9 % of all males and 5.4 % of all females smoke.

In regard to sports activities, it appears that 24.6 % of all Palestinian youth are involved 

in sports activities for at least half an hour per day (19.6 % in the West Bank and 32.6 % 

in the Gaza Strip). When divided by gender, 32 % of the males and 17 % of the females.

An additional factor influencing Palestinian youth and their specific health situation 

and one that did not receive any additional attention in the statistics of the PCBS is drug 

addiction. In an article published on the Internet site of the Palestinian News Agency, 

WAFA, drug addiction was described as the second most important (after “occupation”) 
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problem faced by Palestinian youth. According to the article, the “occupation” enables 

the importation of drugs and offers youth the opportunity to “escape” their problems such 

as their difficult living conditions under the “occupation.” The article also states that in 

order to attain drugs the youth act in illegal ways such as stealing, forgery , etc. The article 

points to the reasons why Palestinian society is flooded with drugs. These include the 

Israeli desire to draft collaborators to spoil society, as well as the “occupation’s” desire to 

hurt the health and soul of the Palestinian youth and to cause them to emigrate or to seek 

alternative ways to relieve their stress.23 Palestinian leaders believe that Israel’s influence 

on Palestinian youth is negative and that is why Palestinian research, such as that cited 

above, blames all negative and harmful weaknesses in Palestinian society, such as drugs, 

religious laxness, or the desire to emigrate from Palestine on negative Israeli influence.

In regard to the war on drugs, in 2006, the Palestinian National Authority estimated that 

the number of drug addicts in Palestine stood at 55,000. (There were 30,000 in the West 

Bank, 15,000 in Eastern Jerusalem and 10,000 in the Gaza Strip.) In 2011, the number of 

addicts rose to 80,000. This number includes a sharp rise in the number of women addicts. 

According to research carried out in 2011 by the Palestinian National Health Institute, 

it was estimated that there were 26,500 serious drug addicts (16,453 in the West Bank; 

10,047 in the Gaza Strip). Approximately 50 percent of the drugs used are cannabis in all 

its forms (hashish, marijuana, etc.). 24 

The majority of the youth reported that they obtained the drugs inside Israel or from 

areas close to Jerusalem. A portion reported that they obtained the drugs in Hebron or 

Jericho or directly from Bedouin tribes. The Palestinian youth have no difficulty obtaining 

drugs. According to the 2018 data of the Palestinian police, there was a sharp rise of 31 

percent in the number of drug cases. The majority of those arrested (out of 2,567 people), 

even according to the police data, are youth between the ages of 21-30. 25 

23 “Al-Mashākel allatī Tuwājihu Qitāʽ al-Shabāb fī Falasṭīn [The Problems Facing the Young 
Sector in Palestine].” 

24 “Al-Mukhaddirāt fī Falasṭīn [Drugs in Palestine],” WAFA News, n.d., found on April 5, 2019 
(the article's data is up to date for 2018), http://info.wafa.ps/ar_page.aspx?id=3206 (Accessed 
on April 22, 2020). 

25 “Al-Mukhaddirāt…Arqām wa-Muʽtayāt Hawlā Akhtar al-Aafāt allatī Tuqawwidu al-
Mujtamaʽāt [Drugs ... Numbers and Data about most Harmful that are Destroying Societies],” 

http://info.wafa.ps/ar_page.aspx?id=3206
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The crises among the Palestinian youth in Jerusalem

The status of Israeli residency not only buys the Palestinians rights but also influences 

the whole fabric of their lives. The price of property in the Arab sections of Jerusalem 

close to Israeli neighborhoods is on the rise. The cost of living is high, and it is difficult 

to find well-paying jobs in Israel. All these cause the youth to seek their fortune in 

crime and drugs. Approximately 80 % of those arrested in Jerusalem are Arab residents 

of Eastern Jerusalem and approximately 90 % are between 15-29 years old. In general, 

in the Jerusalem district, approximately 4,000 suspects are arrested each year. Among 

them, approximately 2,000 (over 80 % of them between 15-29), are arrested each year 

until the end of proceedings, the majority of them on nationalistic grounds (crimes such 

as disorderly conduct, which includes throwing rocks and Molotov cocktails at Jewish 

residents and security forces, making up 50 % of those arrested). This high representation 

of Palestinian youth in property damage, drugs, and violence is out of proportion with 

their percentage of the population.26 The crises of Palestinian youth in East Jerusalem is 

also expressed by the amount of drug addiction. Approximately one third of the youth 

in East Jerusalem are addicted to drugs, and at least 63% of Palestinian families in the 

eastern part of the city reported that there was at least one drug addict in their family.27

According to the Palestinian police, the Jerusalem District (made up of the neighborhoods 

of East Jerusalem together with additional villages around the city, such as Kafr ‘Aqab, Al-

Ram, etc.) has the highest percentage of drug cases (17.4 %) in relation to all other cases, 

followed by Ramallah, with Salfit closing out the list with only 2.2 % of the cases. 28 

Alquds, September 24, 2019, http://www.alquds.com/articles/1569316732638172700/ 
(Accessed on April 22, 2020). 

26 These statistics are not usually publicized due to political reasons. There are practically 
no detention cells in the city’s prison. Approximately 882,700 residents live in the city of 
Jerusalem − approximately 10% of the total Israeli population. Of these, 37.7% are Arabs.

27 Palestinian Academic Society for the Study of International Affairs (PASSIA), Jīl al-Shabāb al-
Falastīnī, wa-Khāssatan fī al-Quds [The Palestinian Youth Generation, especially in Jerusalem], 
(Jerusalem, April 2017), p. 5, www.passia.org/media/filer_public/90/2e/902e7fca-8b1d-42ac-
8172-53f66b25acaf/palestinian_youth-_arabic.pdf (Accessed on April 22, 2020).

28 “Al-Mukhaddirāt…Arqām wa-Muʽtayāt Hawlā Akhtar al-Aafāt allatī Tuqawwidu al-Mujtamaʽāt 
[Drugs ... Numbers and Data about the most Harmful that are Destroying Societies].” 

http://www.alquds.com/articles/1569316732638172700/
http://www.passia.org/media/filer_public/90/2e/902e7fca-8b1d-42ac-8172-53f66b25acaf/palestinian_youth-_arabic.pdf
http://www.passia.org/media/filer_public/90/2e/902e7fca-8b1d-42ac-8172-53f66b25acaf/palestinian_youth-_arabic.pdf
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According to Palestinian sources quoted in the Palestinian media, daily friction with 

Israeli society or the steps of the Israeli occupation, are the explanation for the increase 

in drug dealers in East Jerusalem and its suburbs compared to the rest of the West Bank. 

On the other hand, the number of those hooked on drugs in Gaza is smaller than those in 

the West Bank. It is possible that this is because of the severe restrictions by the Hamas 

organization in the Strip or difficulty in obtaining data. 

Other Social Activities

From the statistics of the Palestinian Youth Census for the year 2015, it appears that 19.6 

% of all the youth participated in volunteer social activities during the year 2014 (18.1 % 

in the West Bank and 21.8 % in the Gaza Strip). When divided by gender, it came to 26 % 

of all the males and 12.8 % of all the females. The social activities that they participated 

in were: 

• Charitable activities (giving aid to the poor and people with special needs): 11.3 %

• Activities connected with the development of society: 7.1 %

• The collection of donations: 5.5 %

• Other volunteer activities: 1.1 %

Another factor that arises from the 2015 Census data is that 5.7 % of the youth in the 

West Bank belong to clubs or sports centers, while in the Gaza Strip the number is 7.4 %. 

In addition, 3 % belong to a cultural organization or to non-governmental organizations 

(21.1 % in the West Bank and 4.4 % in the Gaza Strip). There were 2.4 % who belonged 

to associations and unions (2.1 % in the West Bank and 3 % in the Gaza Strip). There were 

1.4 % who belonged to parties and political movements (0.9 % in the West Bank and 2.4 

% in the Gaza Strip).
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The Attitude toward Israel and the Ending of the “Occupation”

The data of the Palestinian Youth Census for the year 2015 shows that 79.4 % of the youth 

see the end of the “occupation” and the building of a Palestinian State as the most central 

problem and priority of the Palestinian society. Only after that occurs will the standard of 

living rise (7.3 %). There is no difference in percentages between the West Bank and the 

Gaza Strip and between males and females.

In an article that appeared on the Internet site of the Palestinian News Agency, WAFA, the 

“occupation” is described as the main cause of the problems facing the youth in Palestinian 

society. It is also the cause of murder, arrests, and youth injuries for those at the forefront of 

the confrontation with Israel. The article also quotes a report of the Palestinian Health Ministry 

which relates that between the years 2000-2011, out of 7,227 martyrs there were 4,607 youth 

(63.7 % of the total number of martyrs). In regard to injuries, out of 60,043 wounded, there 

were 35,321 youth (58.8 % of the total number of injured), which increased the number of 

disabled Palestinians from 2 % of the total population to 5 %. The author of this article blames 

this on Israeli aggressiveness.29 According to Sara Roy, 75 % of all those injured between 

September 2000 and September 2008 were between 10 and 29 years old and 62 % of those 

killed between September 2000 and June 2008 were between 15 and 29 years old.30

Hamas also points out the high percentage of youth among the Palestinian “martyrs,” 

which is based on data from the Hamas Research Department’s detailed yearly report, 

“Hisād Falastīn.” This report shows that Palestinian youth make up 53.1% out of the 181 

“martyrs” who were killed in 2015 (29.3 % students and 23.8 % younger than 18).31 

29 “Al-Mashākel allatī Tuwājihu Qitāʽ al-Shabāb fī Falasṭīn [The Problems Facing the Young 
Sector in Palestine].” 

30 Roy, “Before Gaza, after Gaza, Examining the New Reality in Israel/Palestine,” p. 113. Based 
on the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, “Youth in Palestinian Territory, Statistical 
Indicators,” Aug. 12, 2008. 

31 “Hasād Falasṭīn, Takrīr bil-Arkām ʽan Ahamm Ahdāth Falasṭīn khilāla ʽām 2015 [Palestine Crop… 
Report in Numbers about the Most Important Events that Happened in Palestine in 2015],” Shabakat 
Falasṭīn lil-Hiwār (Hamas website), January 2016, p. 10, https://www.paldf.net/files/2015/
hasad2015.pdf (Accessed on April 23, 2020). According to a Hamas report the martyrs were 
divided according to attack type: 79 stabbing attacks, 55 disrupting the peace, 17 run-over attacks, 8 
murdered by Israeli IDF violence, 6 died in the Gaza Hamas tunnels, 6 by IDF shooting, etc. 

https://www.paldf.net/files/2015/hasad2015.pdf
https://www.paldf.net/files/2015/hasad2015.pdf
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Muslah Shahada, a 17-year old from East Jerusalem, disliked having Jewish houses in 

his neighborhood, Ras al-’Amod. He said that he hated the Jewish settlers who lived in his 

neighborhood. Like other Palestinians in East Jerusalem, he was convicted of throwing 

stones and Molotov cocktails at the Jewish house nearby. Although he understood that he 

and his friends could not free Palestine by themselves, he was so depressed and full of 

despair that he felt this type of action was at least something he could do.32 

Muhammad Samīr ʽAbid, a 20-year-old, died when he launched fireworks directly 

at policemen in al-ʽĪsāwiyah.33 Acts against Israeli Jews and Israel’s security forces by 

Palestinian youth have become a regular occurrence in East Jerusalem. 

The Perception of the Shahada (Death for Allah)

In his book “The Martyrs of the al-Aqsā Intifāda – Part I,” the journalist, engineer and 

Palestinian researcher Ahmad Mahmūd Muhammad al-Qāsim writes about the 200 “martyrs” 

who were killed at the beginning of the “Second Intifāda” (the “al-Aqsā Intifāda”) between 

the years 2,000-2001. Out of those 200, there were 105 who were between the ages of 15-29 

(53 %). There were 26 who were between the ages of 15-17 (13 %). All the martyrs described 

in this book were seen as “full of ambition,” fearless, brimming with nationalistic feelings and 

love for Islam, at a very young age already. Some of them expressed to their relatives a desire 

to become martyrs, sometimes only minutes or hours before they were killed, and sometimes 

they even showed a desire to carry out attacks before they carried them out. Poverty or shaky 

family ties were not necessarily a motivation among the youth to become martyrs. 

In a different book titled “The Martyrs of the Assassinations and the Zionist Terror,” 

Ahmad al-Qāsim wrote about 48 martyrs who were eliminated by the IDF during the 

32 Interview with Muslah Shahada in East Jerusalem, July 27, 2019. Muslah and his friends 
Muhammad al-Ghol and Abdallah Zighel were accused of setting off fireworks dangerously 
close to the Beit Moskowitz house in Ras al-Amod on Aug. 4, 2019. 

33 Aaron Rabinowitz, Nir Hasson and Jack Khouri, “Palestinian Dies after Israeli Policemen Fire 
at Him in East Jerusalem,” Haaretz, Junuary 27, 2019, https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/
palestinian-critically-wounded-after-israeli-policemen-fire-at-him-in-jerusalem-1.7418332 
(Accessed on April 23, 2020). 

https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/palestinian-critically-wounded-after-israeli-policemen-fire-at-him-in-jerusalem-1.7418332
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/palestinian-critically-wounded-after-israeli-policemen-fire-at-him-in-jerusalem-1.7418332
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“Second Intifāda.” Out of these, there were 21 youth (44 %). All of the martyrs were 

wanted by the Israeli security services and were considered to be part of such organizations 

as Hamas, Fatah and the Islamic Jihad as well as the security services of the Palestinian 

Authority. Some of them had studied at universities where they learned subjects very 

useful for terrorists such as engineering. One such example is Nazīh Mahmūd Abū al-

Sabāʽ, a 29-year-old chemical engineer who worked for Hamas in Jenin.34 The majority of 

those carrying out the attacks are described as fanatical religious martyrs: They visited the 

mosques on a regular basis and some of them knew how to recite the whole Quran or the 

majority of it. Prisons are described as recruiting stations, a place for brain stimulation, 

religious lessons, and learning methods from other prisoners with the same views. The jail 

became an incubator for additional jihad activities among the Palestinian youth. Not only 

this, but, according to the author of this book, the method by which the Prison Services 

moved prisoners from prison to prison was an activity that benefitted the prisoners – both 

the youth and older Palestinians. It enabled them to be more connected to other prisoners 

from their organizations in every prison where they were incarcerated.35 

 Palestinian sources cited above are supported by IDF sources. The profile of the 

lone wolf terrorist in the first three months of the Lone Wolf Intifada was a youth between 

the ages of 16-20. Approximately one third of the actual terrorists were between the ages 

of 13-18. The IDF and the Shabak believe that the motivation for carrying out such attacks 

was despair and loss of trust in the political leadership and the economic situation, rather 

than from lack of direction or the influence of the terrorist organizations, as other studies 

argue − which are based on Palestinian data and the publicity of the terrorist organizations 

themselves (to be discussed below). 36

Recent research into the 2015-2016 “al-Quds Intifada,” also known as the “Knives 

Intifāda,” shows that at least 87 % of the “lone wolf “ attackers were supporters or members 

34 Ahmad Mahmūd Muhammad al-Qāsim, Shuhadāʼ al-ʼIghtiyālāt wa-al-ʼIrhāb al-Sahyūnī, [The 
Martyrs that were Assassinated and the Zionist Terror] (Ramallah: 2003), pp. 133-134. 

35 Ibid, pp. 205-206. 
36 Eric Barbing (Harris) and Or Glick, “Lone-Wolf Terror—How the Shabak is Coping with the 

Lone-Wolf Terror Attacks,” IDF Website, in Hebrew, 
 https://www.idf.il/אתרים/מרכז-דדו/גליון-32-22-לאתר/טרור-הבודדים-השבכ-במערכת-גודל-השעה/ 

(Accessed on April 23, 2020). 

https://www.idf.il/%D7%90%D7%AA%D7%A8%D7%99%D7%9D/%D7%9E%D7%A8%D7%9B%D7%96-%D7%93%D7%93%D7%95/%D7%92%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%95%D7%9F-22-23-%D7%9C%D7%90%D7%AA%D7%A8/%D7%98%D7%A8%D7%95%D7%A8-%D7%94%D7%91%D7%95%D7%93%D7%93%D7%99%D7%9D-%D7%94%D7%A9%D7%91%D7%9B-%D7%91%D7%9E%D7%A2%D7%A8%D7%9B%D7%AA-%D7%92%D7%95%D7%93%D7%9C-%D7%94%D7%A9%D7%A2%D7%94/
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of Palestinian terror organizations, mostly Hamas and the Palestine Islamic Jihad.37 It is 

mostly the youth who express their attraction to religion, with some of them calling the 

mosque “their preferred place.” Even the age profile of the “Knives Intifāda” of 2015-

2016 is similar to the al-Aqsā Intifāda of 2000-2001. 38 

 The political despair in Palestinian society, and mainly among the youth in the West 

Bank, is not only due to Israel but also to the Palestinian political leadership. The Palestinian 

Authority is seen as corrupt as are all of the political Palestinian organizations. The despair is 

also caused by the other Arab countries which, according to them, are not doing enough. The 

economic situation of the youth, many of whom are learning in academic institutions in the West 

Bank, but who are not succeeding in finding work that is suited to their abilities, is reflected in 

an unemployment rate that reaches double digits. All of this, according to IDF data, increases 

the manifestations of “lone wolf terror” without ties to any organization.39 Hamas and the other 

terror organizations still argue that, contrary to the IDF data, the majority of those carrying out 

the attacks are between 15-29, and most of them are members of their organizations. They are 

not youngsters who are acting due to economic motivations or social despair.40 It is reasonable 

to assume that the answer in the end is a combination of the two explanations.

 Those youth who are more exposed to despair and to the changes in society 

described above, are determined to act even without direct organizational directions, as 

long as they know that the political organization to which they belong will boast and 

announce that their activities were carried out by their organizations, and that these 

37 See: Shaul Bartal, New Forms of Palestinian Terror against Israel, A profile of the al-Quds Intifāda 
(New York: the Edwin Mellen Press, 2017), pp. 81-84. This research is based on a field project 
that checked more than 74 terrorist attacks. (See appendix III, with all the details, pp. 100-
134); Hillel Frisch and Shaul Bartal, Are Lone Wolfs Really Acting Alone? (Ramat Gan: Begin-
Sadat Center for Strategic Studies, May 2017), pp. 36-45. 

38 See: Mahmūd Muhammad al-Qāsim, Shuhadāʼ Intifādat al-Aqsā (Al-Juzʼ al-Awwal) [The 
Martyrs of al-Aqsa Intifada - the first part], (Ramallah: Dār al-Saʽīd, 2002); Bartal, New Forms, 
pp. 48-61.

39 Barbing and Glick, “Lone-wolf Terror.”
40 “Hasād Falasṭīn, Takrīr bil-Arkām ʽan Ahamm Ahdāth Falasṭīn khilāla ʽām 2015 [Palestine 

Crop. Report in Numbers about the most Important Events that Happened in Palestine in 
2015],” Shabakat Falasṭīn lil-Hiwār (Hamas website), January 2016; Bartal, New Forms, pp. 
51-77; Shaul Bartal, “Lone Wolf or Terror Organization Members Acting Alone: New Look at 
the Last Israeli-Palestine Incidents,” Middle Eastern Studies, 53:2 (2017), pp. 211-228.
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organizations − like Hamas, the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP), and 

others − will go on to support their families.

 Dying for the Palestinian struggle is not the result of religious factors alone. Milād 

ʽAyyāsh, a 17-year old who was identified with the Nationalistic Front for the Liberation of 

Palestine, was killed by security guards in Silwān on May 13, 2011. Commemorating his 

memory, the Nationalistic Front published a booklet praising his life and the way he lived his 

life − never stopping his struggle for freedom and the “right of return.” The Popular Front 

tried to use him to change their image and become a model for imitation by additional youth, 

with an emphasis on his legacy and songs that were written in his honor by his classmates.41 

This is only one additional example, but it is representative of others. Muhammad Samīr 

ʽAbid, who was recently killed in al-ʽĪsāwiyah and who was mentioned previously, also won 

words of praise from the Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine.42 

Characteristics of the Most Widespread Political and Public 
Activities among Palestinian Youth

Why are the Palestinian youth today less involved and distancing themselves from 

political and public action? The answer is based on a thesis presented in 2016 at the al-

Najāh National University in Nablus which included interviews with Palestinian Authority 

leadership, Palestinian academia, and holders of important positions in Palestinian society 

who all deal with the issues related to Palestinian youth involvement in the political and 

public works of the Palestinian Authority.43

41 Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP), Milād ʽAyyāsh, Shahīd al-ʽAwda [Milād 
ʽAyyāsh the Martyr [the Right] of Return] (n.p. 2011). 

42 Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine (DFLP), official statement June 28, 2019, 
http://www.dflp-palestine.net/english/statements/dflp-announces-fall-of-comrade-mohammad-
obeid-jun-219.html (Accessed on April 22, 2020).

43 Sāmih Sabʽ Khadir Dwīkāt, Dawr al-Shabāb al-Falasṭīnī al-Jāmiʽī fī al-Mushārakah al-Siyāsiyyah 
wa-al-Faʽāliyyāt al-Jamāhīriyyah al-Wataniyyah (1993-2015) [The Role of Palestinian University 
Youth in Popular Political and National Political Activities (1993-2015)], Jāmiʽat al-Najāh al-
Wataniyyah (2016), https://scholar.najah.edu/sites/default/files/Sameh%20Dweikat_0.pdf 
(Accessed on April 22, 2020).

http://www.dflp-palestine.net/english/statements/dflp-announces-fall-of-comrade-mohammad-obeid-jun-219.html
http://www.dflp-palestine.net/english/statements/dflp-announces-fall-of-comrade-mohammad-obeid-jun-219.html
https://scholar.najah.edu/sites/default/files/Sameh%20Dweikat_0.pdf
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Dr. Nāsir al-Lahām, the manager of the Palestinian news agency, “Maʽan,” noted that 

the most important processes that the Palestinian youth were involved in were the social 

networks where the youth were able to express themselves − such as Facebook.44

Husām Abu al-Rub, Deputy Minister of Endowments and former Chairman of the 

Student Council, indicated that the most widespread process that the youth participated 

in were public events such as rallies, memorial days, celebrations for the founding of 

Palestinian organizations, public holidays, eulogies, and commemorations for martyrs and 

political leaders.45 

ʽAbd al-Latīf Eshtaya, a youth activist, indicated that Palestinian youth’s political 

participation was negligible due to a lack of originality or new political approaches. This 

lack of political participation stemmed from a political heritage passed on through their 

elders’ participation in political events and their political affiliations.46

ʽAwad Mishal, a young activist and former chairman of the Student Council at 

Birzeit University indicated that the lack of youth participation in student council 

elections reflected their lack of involvement in Palestinian political work. According to 

him, every time a struggle or confrontation with the “enemy” occurred, conceptual and 

cultural maturation developed among the student movements and one saw wide public 

participation among the youth. However, during “regular” times there was stagnation and 

a lack of action among the students. In his words, the divide among Palestinians caused 

the students to influence society less than they were influenced by it.47 

Dr. Nāsir al-Qudwa, the chairman of the Martyr Yasser Arafat Institute and the former 

Foreign Minister of the Palestinian Authority, indicated that the Palestinian youth were not 

involved enough in political action, especially in light of the fact that they represented a 

large percentage of the population. In his words, there are general reasons for the collapse 

of Palestinian ideology, since throughout the entire world ideology is collapsing. An 

example of this is the collapse of the socialist axis and the retreat of leftist forces. There is 

44 Interview with Dr. Nāsir al-Lahām that took place in Ramallah on May 2, 2016.
45 Interview with Husām Abu al-Rub that took place in Ramallah on June 6, 2016.
46 Interview with ʽAbd al-Latīf Eshtaya that took place in Ramallah on June 6, 2016. 
47 Interview with ʽAwad Mishal which took place in Ramallah June 22, 2016.
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also an increase in a new phenomenon in the world − the phenomenon of consumerism − 

which influences Arab youth and places the individual rather than the group at the center. 

Dr. Nāsir al-Qudwa did not ignore local Palestinian reasons: 

1. The distancing and separation between the Palestinian leadership and the 

Palestinian citizen. This was due to a lack of clear vision which needed to draw 

inspiration from specific historical or non-historical events that consolidated the 

people around them. 

2. A lack of trust between the Palestinian leadership and the Palestinian street.

Al-Qudwa added that the Palestinian Authority was unable to respond to the aspirations 

of the youth since it was controlled by the “occupation.” The Palestinian Authority could 

not fulfill its purpose as a country or as a revolution, and this ruined the trust between it 

and the youth.48

Dr. ʽAbd al-Rahmān Hamd, the head of the MA International Research Program at the 

Ibrāhīm Abu Lughd International Research Institute, indicated that the main reason why 

the youth have distanced themselves from political activity was the conservatism of the 

political machine which was unwilling to introduce reforms.49 In a recent survey, 35.1 % 

of the total population said that they did not support any political party (45.4 % in the PA 

West Bank and 15 % in Hamas Gaza Strip).50According to Hamd most of them belonged 

to the youth sector. 

On the other hand, Nāsir al-Dīn al-Shāʽir, a lecturer at al-Najāh University and 

previously the Deputy Head of the Palestinian Government, believes that there are many 

reasons for the youth to distance themselves from political and public activity:51

1. The lack of a desire or readiness by the political and social leadership (in the ruling 

institutions or in the parties or civilian society) to allow the youth to fill innovative 

48 Interview with Dr. Nāsir al-Qudwa that took place in Ramallah on May 29, 2016. 
49 Interview with Dr. ʽAbd al-Rahmān Hamd that took place in Ramallah on June 20, 2016. 
50 Palestinian Center for Policy and Survey Research, Public Opinion Poll, no. 72. July 7, 2019. 

http://pcpsr.org/sites/default/files/Poll%2072%20English%20full%20text%20July%202019.
pdf (Accessed on May 13, 2020).

51 Interview with Nāsir al-Dīn al-Shāʽir that took place in Nablus on July 22, 2016. 

http://pcpsr.org/sites/default/files/Poll%2072%20English%20full%20text%20July%202019.pdf
http://pcpsr.org/sites/default/files/Poll%2072%20English%20full%20text%20July%202019.pdf
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positions. Those with jobs have been doing them for dozens of years and they do 

not step aside to give up their places to the youth.

2. The youth are not interested in institutions or organizations. These do not 

attract them or give them any incentive; just the opposite, these institutions and 

organizations and their leadership take advantage of them only when they are 

needed for their attendance and for filling out the crowds. 

3. Ways of influencing and pressuring others have changed over the last few decades. 

While the Internet existed in the past, it was not as powerful as it is today. Today 

one can influence people and use pressure through the virtual world (Facebook, 

Instagram, etc.). The youth feel that in the virtual world they are able to express 

their opinions freely. 

4. Changing of national terminology with the passage of years and negative self-

images among the youth.

Husām Abu al-Rub, Deputy Minister of Endowments and a former chairman of the Student 

Council, indicated two main reasons why today’s youth distance themselves from political 

and public internal political conflicts:

1. The failure of the Palestinian Authority to hold elections.

2. Internal political disagreements. 52

Dr. ʽImād Ghiyādah, a lecturer at Birzeit University, indicated that the most obvious 

reason why the youth are distancing themselves from politics is due to the parties and 

organizations themselves not really wanting to draw in the youth, in case they would have 

to hold internal elections and host public activities in the streets. The youth could present 

a difficult challenge to the old leadership.53 

Amjad Hib al-Rīh, a youth activist and lecturer at the Arab-American University, 

indicated that one of the most obvious reasons why the youth distance themselves from 

political and public activism has to do with the universities themselves − that is, because 

52 Interview with Husām Abu al-Rub that took place in Ramallah on June 15, 2016.
53 Interview with Dr. ʽImād Ghiyādah that took place in Ramallah on May 22, 2016.
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the universities refuse to allow political and nationalistic activity on their campuses. This 

negatively affects student interest and discourages the students from becoming interested 

in politics. The student councils have their political duties, but the small amount of 

political activity and the limited number of organized conferences negatively affect the 

student body, causing them to distance themselves from politics and reducing the number 

of students interested in it.54 

ʽAwad Mishal, a young activist and former chairman of the Student Council at 

Birzeit University, indicated that there were two main reasons for the students distancing 

themselves from political and public activity: 

1. Dissatisfaction with the political reality. 

2. Dissatisfaction with the media confrontations taking place between the PLO and 

Hamas. These have a great propaganda effect on the youth and on their political role. 

According to Mishal, a main role that the youth could fill in the conflict with the 

Zionist entity would be one tied to an absolute link with the reality in which they live. But 

over time there has been very little reaction on the part of the youth. On the other hand, we 

have seen their public activity when it concerns the prisoner strikes inside of the prisons, 

since it is their consciences and their nationalistic fervor that move them.55 

Tāmī ʽSām Rafīdī is a political activist and a youth activist, an activist against the 

security fence and for the boycotting of Israeli products. In May 2016 she indicated that there 

are several reasons for the youth distancing themselves from public activism, especially 

after the death of Yāsir ʽArafāt. Their struggle became a cultural one – a fight against their 

debts, paying back loans, and their low salaries at the end of each month. According to 

her, the majority of the youth joined the Palestinian security services; therefore, all of their 

moves were subordinate to the senior factors. Their movement or their sense of belonging 

were more about their salaries than about belonging to the homeland.56 

Taysīr Nasrallah, a member of the Palestinian National Council, indicated a number of 

reasons for the distancing of the Palestinian youth from public and social activities:

54 Interview with Amjad Hib al-Rīh which took place in Jenin on May 11, 2016. 
55 Interview with ʽAwad Mishal which took place in Ramallah June 22, 2016.
56 Interview with Tāmī ʽSām Rafīdī that took place in Ramallah on May 17, 2016.
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1. The youth are not satisfied with the nationalistic activities carried out. The 

traditional and routine activities do not attract them.

2. An oversight on the part of the factions that are so busy with national Palestinian 

activism that they have not bothered to draw in the youth and capture their 

awareness and interest. On the contrary, they want the youth to just be numbers that 

have no value in their equation. The leaders remain in their places without giving 

the youth a position that they need to fill. Taysīr Nasrallah argued that a wide gap 

exists between the Palestinian leadership and the people. 57

ʽImād Ashtīwī, the head of the Palestinian Popular Struggle Front for the Nablus District 

and the coordinator for prisoners and released prisoners in the Nablus District (Fatah 

member), added that the Palestinian youth played an important nationalistic role in the al-

Aqsā Intifāda (The Second Intifāda) where many of them were killed, injured, imprisoned, 

and had their houses destroyed. No one stood beside them or their families. Due to this, 

they felt themselves alone in the battle.58 

Conclusions

The Palestinian youth today are very much influenced by the society around them. One cannot 

ignore that the Palestinian youth experience, their feelings and their culture of consumerism, stem 

from day-to-day contact with Israel − especially in East Jerusalem, but also in the West Bank 

and, less so, in the Gaza Strip. This friction has yielded some positive results, such as increases in 

educational levels of the youth over the years, in Internet usage, media and cellular communication, 

social media activity, and in the desire to imitate civilian Israeli society. On the other hand, the 

continuation of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and the fact that today’s youth are living under 

political uncertainty in regard to the unclear political future of Palestinian society are negative 

factors. There is a deep split between the Gaza Strip and the West Bank. Palestinian society is 

57 Interview with Taysīr Nasrallah that took place in Nablus on May 21, 2016.
58 Interview with ʽImād Ashtīwī that took place in Nablus on June 16, 2016.
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split both religiously and politically. The Palestinian youth of today ask themselves if the sad 

Palestinian reality, which does not appear to be moving forward toward a sustainable independent 

state, justifies the continuation of the struggle. From this stem a number of developments:

• Disappointment in the current Palestinian political parties and less participation in 

their activities. In some ways this could lead to a kind of “normalization” with Israel. 

• A rising desire to emigrate from Palestine in the direction of the Gulf States and Europe.

• The escape into drugs.

It is not for nothing that the Palestinian Authority is worried about the number of Palestinian 

youth hooked on drugs. They have described it as the second largest problem in importance 

after that of the occupation. The drug dependency is also a type of escape from the sad 

reality that the youth feel. The youth see and feel the dichotomy between what they see 

and know regarding the abundance in Israel and the deficiencies of Palestinian society in 

the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. 

 The youth are also in despair over the existing political frameworks that do not 

work for them. To a certain extent this despair increases the desire to carry out individual 

acts, such as attacks, even if this is sometimes done in the name of a Palestinian organization 

that takes credit for the acts and encourages the youth to carry them out.

 Palestinian society, a society where the social median is relatively low, has to deal 

with these social challenges in order to promise the youth a brighter future in this society. 

The political and economic future does not appear to be bright nor to allow for growth and 

development of the Palestinian society. This situation, however, can change − only if the 

current Palestinian leadership with both of its arms – Fatah and Hamas – internalize the 

deep crisis that the Palestinian youth are facing. 
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